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"We have about five hundred different kinds of
medicine here, most of it of this type/' he added,
admitting that the sale of such nostrums brings in
about TOCO yen every month.
Kw&yaJkt medicine is made in the company's
own Tokyo factory from ingredients procured
from the ends of the earth. The medicines are
classified according to their use. For tubercu-
losis, for instance, Mr, Ito suggested bakusbusan,
a mysterious concoction of burnt black mole and
snake. Their charred remains are ground into a
flour which is mixed with powdered deer horn.
Flour made of dried, stripped snakes taken in water
before each meal is also supposed to be helpful.
For heart disease, seals from Arctic water, burnt
moles or mud turtles are advised, while dropsy
may be remedied with kamakiri^ or praying mantis.
The insects are dried until they are crisp. To
prepate medicine from them they must be boiled.
The tesultant broth is drunk. Maggots also prove
to be handy little creatures for patients suffering
from dropsy who can stomach them. They are taken
In charred powder form.
In the old days, among the Ito kuroyakfs
most steady customers were the frequenters of the
Yoshiwara, for the store offers several cures for
venereal disease. Among them is an herb called